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The National Jordanian Identity in Daily Print Media
Analytical Study of Al Rai and Al-Ghad Newspapers
Prepared by: Rusul Musaddaqg Arabiyat
Supervised by: Prof. Ezzat Mohamed Hijab
Abstract

This study aimed to identify the approach in coverage of the Jordanian National
identity in the Jordanian newspapers subject of research (Al Rai) and (Al-Ghad) in the
second half of the year 2021, showing the nature of the topics covered by these dailies
and the frameworks in which they were presented according to their fields. The study
depended on the discourse analysis/ survey approach, both descriptive and analytical,
using content analysis of Jordanian newspapers, which are published daily and represent
different trends; governmental and private. Also, the two newspapers were chosen for the
regularity of their daily publishing, whereby (Al Rai) is the main official newspaper in
Jordan and represents the mainstream state-aligned narrative, while (Al-Ghad) is the main
private and independent Jordanian newspaper. A comprehensive inventory method was
used for all content published in these newspapers on the Jordanian national identity, how
these newspapers covered the topic, and the approach of coverage for the period from 10-
6-2021 to 31-12-2021, which covers the formation of the “Royal Committee to
Modernize the Political System” and its outcomes and recommendations and the most
recent period of time of conducting the study.

The study reached a number of conclusions, the most important of which was that
daily press (Al-Rai and Al-Ghad) focused on the issue of the Jordanian national identity
mainly through articles, followed by news items, in terms of quantity. Jordanian daily
newspapers dealt with the Jordanian national identity through six topics and issues:
national identity from a historical, religious, cultural and social perspective ranked
highest in the volume of coverage, followed by national identity and political reform, then
national identity from the perspective of citizenship and belonging, followed by the
proposals of the Royal Committee to Modernize the Political System’s concept of
national identity, national identity and the alternative homeland, and finally national
identity and sub-identities. The elements used in newspapers under study to highlight
these topics varied, including main heading, sub-heading, and the headline. Newspapers

mostly used news images, followed by archive images, and finally drawings and diagrams



as means to highlight the topic and direct attention to it. Civil society institutions took the
lead on launching the dialogue on the Jordanian national identity, followed by the
Jordanian government, then the Senate, while members of the royal committee and parties

ranked last.

Keywords: Media Coverage, Jordanian National ldentity, Daily Newspapers,
Discourse Analysis.
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e Phillips (2010). Everyday Arabism: The daily reproduction on
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Jordan
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e Sarnelli and Lomazzi (2018). The end of pan-Arab media? National,
transnational media and identity in Morocco, Tunisia and Jordan
after 2011
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